
 Zionism is not over and done with 

Mr. Chairman, Members of Knesset present, 
The Zionist movement was the scaffolding for the building that was constructed, i.e., the State of Israel. Now that the building is standing firm 
on its foundation, is it time to remove the scaffolding? This is the question: is there a need for Zionism, for the Zionist movement, for the 
Zionist framework, now that the state is established? And I answer this question unhesitatingly: Zionism is not over. And we need it for several 
reasons. First, the State of Israel may be 50, but it is still in need of the Jewish people, the same way that the Jewish People are in need of 
Zionism. Less than half of the Jewish people has gotten together and come to Zion by now. 
Although we have had the privilege of a great wave of immigration of close to a million Jews from the former USSR after the Red Empire 
broke up, but remaining in other countries are millions of other Jews who will soon be assimilated among the nations if they do not immigrate 
to Israel. This means that the Jewish people in the Diaspora need Israel as their spiritual and religious center to help the Jews continue and 
exist as Jews in an advanced and assimilating society. Zionism can be a dam against voluntary genocide that is the fate of many Diaspora 
communities, and Zionism is the supreme expression of the secret of the unity of fate and mutual responsibility of the Jewish people. 
Second, Israel is planted within a large and hostile Muslim ocean, and the numerical power relations show a picture of serious inferiority. 
Nevertheless, our superiority and power lie in the quality of the human beings and the morality of the Zionist enterprise, but the addition of 
Jews to the extent of doubling the Jews in Eretz Israel will bring about a deterrent might. 
Third, Israel also needs the material support of the Jewish people. I intend not to beg for handouts but for investments and support. 
Theodor Herzl said: "I once called Zionism an endless ideal, and I truly believe that even after achieving statehood - Eretz Israel - it will not 
cease to be an ideal. Because Zionism as I understand it includes not only the striving to reach the Promised Land as a law for our 
unfortunate people, but also the striving for moral and spiritual perfection. 
The young State of Israel is already exhibiting signs of fatigue from old age and exhaustion, but this is not due to the long siege and the 
frequent wars, but due to the crisis of leadership and lack of faith. What is able to change this is a "facelift" for Zionism, a renewal of the 
Zionist movement. No more "Zionism" in quotation marks, no more scorning our roots and mocking Jewish culture. Yigal Alon once said, 
"Zionism, not cynicism," meaning that we must draw inspiration from Zionism's national sources and put our shoulders to the task of fulfilling 
our social values. 
Since Herzl published his dream of the Jewish State, we have undergone many upheavals: two world wars, in which much Jewish blood was 
spilled in that cursed earth [of Europe], one third of our people went up in smoke up the crematoria chimneys; Jews were partners and 
initiators of the Communist revolution in Eastern Europe and dreamed of cosmopolitanism and internationalism; intermarriage is at terrible 
proportions. But the biggest change of all was the establishment of the Jewish State - the State of Israel. 
The state of Israel needs an infusion of new blood, almost constantly, which a renewed Zionist movement would provide. Not a movement of 
politicos and congresses, of foundations and begging for handouts, but a broad-based popular movement which would embrace all Jewish 
communities wherever they may be, and bring out convoys of young people to come and live in Israel and protect it. This should be a Zionist 
movement to teach Hebrew and Jewish history and Torah to Jewish youth in every corner of the globe. 
That's why there is no need to clear away the scaffolding. We need to reinforce them and man them in order to continue to build and 
strengthen this wonderful building - the State of Israel in the Greater Land of Israel as the monument of the Divine Promise made to us about 
this Land. 
Thank you. 
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